[Pancreatic carcinoma--symptoms and diagnostic procedure].
Pancreatic carcinoma is characterized by painful symptoms and an extraordinary unfavourable prognosis. To offer the patient a therapy adjusted to the individual situation the diagnostic work-up has to clear several questions. It is essential to have reliable proof of the diagnosis itself, as well as the stage of the disease. In addition, one should be able to locate the origin of complaints. The diagnostic power of the available invasive and non-invasive techniques increased in recent years. The quality of the diagnostic means depends to a great amount on the experience of the investigator. The most important goal of the diagnostic procedure is to identify metastatic or locally advanced disease without laparotomy. In this case palliative therapy canbe initiated immediately. When the findings are not conclusive, only diagnostic laparotomy can definitely show ifthere is a chance for curative resection.